
tPi 

3^1 

2 a» S' 

3 o ® 5 

§ p u c 
O.R 3 OQ 
a> n> a. sr 


»? 


4 1 ? * 
^ re 5- 

&s» 

"g “■'§: 

o ^■ 
° ~ o' 

1 ® -z 

a> "< zr 

sS® 

to r*'X 

3 O 
< HC 


rss 


(0 CD 

1 W-g 

Q) ® T> 

S ' S' I 

= ® B 
5" S' o- 
a. n> 
re zj 

S' I 

5 “ 

(JQ O 

" c 

8 3 
SL o 

CD 3 

S’! 

o =. 

7T to 

re S' 

CD CD 

S's 

01 

n 8 

si 

o cu 

3 <£ 

S = 

£> 3 


HHI 

(D Q) O 

x e — 


^ o- £ 

— ' CD < 

3 P 

CD 


• 3T 


0 ) 


l| 

s?i 


00 

03 __ 

o>’ 
3 cr 
O =: 

8.* 

S' f 

CL < 

era w 

CD 

Q> 

3 

ct> 

3 


Q. 

3 


„ CD 

— T3 era 

q ^ 

cr."*=s 

S STS' 
aS3 

O CD 

a? s- 

=3 Q 
_ _ c: 

CD < CL 

5* ® =j’ 
Q.cra 
T> a> - 
33^ 

CL 03 CD 
CZ 0Q CD 
O CD ^ 
r~f CD 


O “O o 

5 o <5, 

a"o cd 

00 CD =3 
CD 




CD 

“ = *o 
<d ora Q. 

? 2:5 

— tn ><: 
m 


$> 

CD 3 

S' o 
PS | 

§ 3 

CD 


tj c 

£ §. 
CD C 


= ^ 3 

S' 3 

c: <d 


Z3 O. O 


O CD 
X- ^ 

&1 

o g- 

r+ 

O CD 
3 CD 


col 

3 O 

cd ,3 

era 

CD 5 
ir CD 

3 CD, 

< S 

£g 

o — 
o 
o 
3 
"2L 
S’ 

Z3 

o 

CD 


cs> 


8 . 

S 5 " S § 

'*■* «"♦. *5- 

K> jJ* 

i CD 5? »• 

IS *t 



3 Co* 

D C> 


& 

C5> 


m 

m 

£ 

m 

s 

2/5 

3 

& 






t-* 



© 

a 






A4 Tuesday, March 28, 1995 v — ^ I The Washington Post 


for change. 

It now looks like the House next 
week will meet a 100-day deadline 
to complete the 10-point contract, 
with seven days to spare. This week, 
the House even took the luxury of 
three-day week, compared to the 
five days customary for most of this 
year. Minority Democrats have 
rarely resorted to obstructionist tac- 
tics as Republicans raced through 80 
percent of their promised le gislation . 

A constitutional amendment to 
limit congressional terms, one of the 
most popular provisions of the GOP 
contract, is likely to become the first 
one defeated when the House votes 
on four versions Wednesday. None 
commands anywhere near the two- 
thirds majority needed. Republicans 
nonetheless hope voters give them 
political credit for the first House 
vote on term limits and strong GOP 
support for automatically rotating 
congressional membership. 

Floor action was delayed two 
weeks to allow term-limits activists 
to turn up public pressure. Rep, Bob 
Inglis (R-S.C.), a leading term-limits 
supporter, said activists had target- 
ed lawmakers from 22 states that 
have approved term limits, like Re- 
publican Conference Chairman John 
A. Bodmer (Ohio), the only public • 
convert so far. Conservative talk 
show hosts admit they have tried but 
failed to arouse the masses. 

“At least 80 percent of Republi- 
cans will support term limits of some 
kind. If we get half the Democrats, 


we’ll pass term limits,” Boehner 
said. Democrats count fewer than 30 
supporters out of 204 House Demo- 
crats. 

Surprisingly, a package of tax cuts 
has produced more dissension 
among House Republicans than any 
other contract item. 

About 100 GOP lawmakers have 
proposed to target a $500-per-child 
tax credit more narrowly on the mid- 
dle class, with benefits extending to 
families earning up to $95,000 in- 
stead of the contract’s $200,000. “We 
will be more effective in winning the 
equity argument if we focus the cuts,” 
Rep 1 . Rick Lazio (R-N.Y.) said. 

Meanwhile, about 40 GOP moder- 
ates have joined Democratic conser- 
vatives in arguing that the entire tax 
package should be contingent off Con- 
gress passing a certifiable plan to bal- 
ance the budget in seven years. In the 
Sedate, Finance Committee Chaifrnan 
Bob Packwood (R-Ore.) and other Re- 
publican moderates have likewise in- 
sisted .any tax cuts be delayed until 
Congress completes action this*§um- ' 
mer on budget cuts. 

Senators of both parses are also 
suggesting that some major modifica- 
tfctos may be iff store for; the Welfare 
overhaul biD the House approved last 
week. Several senators saidlast week ' 
that there is nowhere near a consen- 
sus on welfare in the Senate. 5 
While many Republicans favor giv- 
ing states more flexibility to experi- 


ment with welfare reforms, some — 
possibly a majority when combined 
with Democrats— are reluctant to 
abolish federal nutrition programs or 
to deny benefits to unwed pregnant 
teenagers and legal im migrants 
“What degree of flexibility do you 
give them?” said Packwood, whose 
committee will take the lead on draft- 
ing welfare reform. “Do I like the 
block grant? Yes. Does it mean totally 
unfettered discretion?” He said his 
committee would focus on determin- 
ing exactly how much latitude the fed- 
eral government would allow the 
states in setting rules for Aid For 
Families with Dependent Children. 

The Senate's ambivalence — sup- 
port for many of the House Republi- 
cans’ goals but queasiness over their 
legislative methods — is demonstrat- 
ed in the two major issues that will 
come before the Senate before the 
100 days are over.* t 
In the first of these, which could 
come to a vote today, Senate Republi- 
cans, facing probable defeat, aban- 
doned a House-passed moratorium on 
issuance of new government regula- 
tions that could have lasted until the 
end of the year. Instead, they opted 
for a narrower approach under which 
Congress would have 45 days in 
which to block any major regulatory 
change. 

This provision is part of a broader 
anti-regulation bill that also appears 
to be shaping up as a source of con- 



tention between the House and Sen- 
ate. The Senate Governmental Af- 
fairs Committee last week scaled 
back several key provisions of a bill 
approved by the House and backed 
by Senate Majority Leader Robert J. 
Dole (R-Kan.), narrowing its scope 
and pulling some of its sharp teeth. 

On the second issue, a $17.1 bil- 
lion House package of spending cuts 
was trimmed to $13.3 billion by the 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
before it was sent to the floor for ap- 
proval. Restored in whole or in part 
were funds for programs ranging 
from public broadcasting and nation- 
al service to summer jobs, schools 
and low-income fuel assistance — sig- 
nals to the House to go slow in at- 
tempting to abolish these programs 
or submit them to deeper cuts. 

Earlier this month, the Senate de- 
feated a constitutional amendment 
to require balanced budgets, a cen- 
terpiece of the House GOP contract. 
But more recently Senate Republi- 
cans pulled together to pass a tough 
line-item veto measure to expand 
the president’s power to cut individ- 
ual items of spending. Significant dif- 
ferences between House and Senate 
versions could make reaching a final 
agreement difficult. , 

For House Republicans, the Con- 
tract With America has been a unify- 
ing device that has muted most poli- 
cy differences on those bills. GOP 
leadership aides have sounded confi- 
dent that a similar spirit would over- 
come disagreements about the tax 
package, the last of the contract 
items scheduled for floor action in 
the 100 days. 

Despite their qualms about tax 
cuts, many GOP dissidents have pri- 
vately told their leadership they 
were not hard-liners. Boehner put 
no more than 30 in that category. 
But it would take only 13 Republican 
defectors on a straight party-line 
vote to keep the tax package off the 
floor. 

Boehner said GOP leaders would 
remind dissidents that “we’ve stuck 
together up until now” and blocking 
the tax package would spoil the 
House’s “successful run" through the 
contract. 

Staff writer Eric Pianin contributed 
to this report. 



